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Sewage sludge



Radioactive waste



PERFLUOROALKYLS/PFAS are FOREVER 
CHEMICALS



Maine

Banned the land application of 
sewage sludge across the state



The toxins in sewage sludge 
pass into the animals that eat 
the crops 



So why is this sludge being used as 
fertilizer in PA?



there is no easy way of getting 
rid of the solid waste from a 
municipal treatment plant. It 
can be placed in landfills but 
that is expensive or it can be 

treated and marketed as 
fertilizer. 



The sludge that is being used 
in Carbon County comes from 
Bethlehem and Allentown



PA state relies on the distributors of 
sewage sludge to self-regulate when 

it comes to land application as 
fertilizer. This is inadequate.



So why should you care?



The smell of sewage sludge is not
the same as manure



AIRBORNE SLUDGE



How did it come to this?

In 1982 the Right to Farm Act was passed. This law protected farmers from interference from local 
authorities when conducting normal farming activities. The law made normal farm activities off 

limits for local regulation, with the exception of any activity which endangered the health, safety, 
and welfare of local residents. Farming activities also lost their protection if they resulted in the 

pollution of streams or waters.  

And then, big agriculture decided to expand the “Right to Farm” law to protect factory farming activities 
like industrial pig farms and stockyards. Also placed on the “cannot regulate” list is using sewage sludge 

as fertilizer. 



1982 The Right to Farm Act was Passed. Farmers were not 
allowed to endanger residents’ health, safety, and welfare.
1997 Nutrient Management Act Effective – stripped 
municipalities of the right to regulate farm waste or odor
2002 ACRES Act –stripped municipalities of the right to 
regulate farm activities, including stock yards or industrial 
pig farms
Also excluded from municipality regulation: Sewage Sludge



What can we do 
together?



What can we do?

If we can demonstrate that we 
have the support of Carbon County 
townships and boroughs we can 
bring this issue to Harrisburg, 
Bethlehem, and Allentown.



We        FARMS

Save Carbon County is not anti-farmer. We think that farmers who use sludge will be harmed. The 
health of farm families can be affected. 

The EPA is about to issue new restrictions on “forever chemicals.” When that happens, meat with 
high levels of PFAs and milk with PFAs will be prohibited. 

This is how farms in Maine and Ohio were bankrupted. Farmers will be forced to declare fields 
treated with sludge as toxic. 



Our position
The regulations governing the production and application of sewage 
sludge must be more rigorous. PFA levels should be measured  with 
stringent limits set, and testing of sludge content must be more 
frequent ---at least weekly.

The oversight by the State should be consolidated at the Dept. of 
Environmental Protection (The oversight is currently divided between 
DEP and the State Dept. of Agriculture).  

The regulations for application should be enforced by DEP or local 
Conservation Districts –no more self-regulation.

Act 38 should be repealed, the Nutrient Management Act revised and 
the original Right to Farm Act reinstated as a stand-alone law giving 
local officials the ability to protect their residents and the water 
supply.

Sewage Sludge is not good for farmers or the health of Carbon County 
residents.



Thank you

please visit us at savecarboncounty.com
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